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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



December, 



in these international rivalries, to think of other people 
as inferior, to talk of their defects and to forget their 
virtues. And it is that temper which has been at the 
root of every great war that has stained the earth with 
blood." 



Brevities. 

. . . The signing of a treaty of arbitration between 
Great Britain and Portugal was announced by King 
Edward at the state banquet at Windsor Castle on No- 
vember 16. The treaty, which is identical with the 
Anglo-French treaty of October 14, 1903, was given to 
the public on November 19. 

... On the first day of November, at the State De- 
partment at Washington, Secretary Hay and the French 
Ambassador, Mr. Jusserand signed a treaty of arbitration 
between the United States and France. Though the 
text of the agreement has not yet been made public, it 
is said to be substantially the same as that of the Anglo- 
French treaty of October last. 

... On November 21, at the State Department at 
Washington, Secretary Hay and Mr. Probst, the Swiss 
charge d'affaires, signed an arbitration treaty on behalf 
of the United States and Switzerland. It follows the 
lines of the Franco- American treaty. 

. . The third of the arbitration treaties which the 
United States government has been negotiating with 
European countries, that with Germany, was signed by 
Secretary Hay and the German Ambassador, Baron von 
Sternberg, on the 22d of November. 

... On the 23d of November a fourth treaty of arbi- 
tration was added to those mentioned above, namely one 
between the United States and Portugal, signed by Sec- 
retary Hay and Viscount de Altre. The treaty is re- 
ported to be identical in terms with the others which 
Mr. Hay has signed. 

. . . Peru and Brazil have signed a treaty for the 
adjustment by arbitration of the claims growing out of 
the settlement of the Acre Boundary dispute. 

... A dispatch from Berne, November 25, said that 
Switzerland had already signed treaties of arbitration 
with the United States, Great Britain and Italy, and 
was about to sign one with Sweden and Norway. 

... A dispatch from St. Petersburg, November 28, 
stated that the Russian government had accepted the in- 
vitation of the United States to conclude an arbitration 
treaty on the lines of the American-French treaty. The 
American proposal was in the form of a note from Sec- 
retary Hay, which was presented personally to Foreign 
Secretary Lamsdorff by Mr. Eddy, the American Charge 
d 'Affaires. Mr. Lamsdorff accepted in principle the 
text of the treaty, to which his government would pro- 
pose slight modifications. This is Russia's first acquies- 
cence to an arbitration treaty with a foreign power. 

. . . The Franco- Venezuelan Commission to adjust the 
French claims against Venezuela will sit in the United 
States, and possibly at Northfield, Mass. The sittings 
will probably begin in about a month, and the issues to 
be tried cover over eight millions of dollars. 



. . . Dr. Thomas Barclay, ex-president of the British 
Chamber of Commerce in Paris, well known for his 
earnest labors in bringing about the conclusion of the 
Anglo-French arbitration treaty and in the general 
amelioration of Anglo-French relations, has been knighted 
by King Edward for these eminent services. It will be 
remembered that more than a year ago the French gov- 
ernment made Frederic Passy, the eminent French 
apostle of peace. Commander of the Legion of Honor, 
in recognition of his distinguished services. 

. . . The Chilean government has recently signed con- 
tracts for the construction of a railroad through the 
Andes mountains which will bind that country to the 
Argentine Republic by direct railway communication. 
The contracts amount to six and three-quarter millions 
of dollars. That sounds like a big sum for a short piece 
of railway. But it only equals four days cost of the war 
now going on between Japan and Russia. 

. . . The North Sea treaty for the submission of the 
Dogger Bank affair to an international commission of 
inquiry was signed at St. Petersburg on November 25 by 
Mr. Lamsdorff, the Russian Foreign Minister and Mr. 
Hardinge, the British Ambassador. 

. . . For the erection of the Palace of Peace, for which 
Andrew Carnegie has given the funds, the Netherlands 
government has purchased a plot of ground adjoining 
the wood lying between The Hague and Schevening, 
and the work begins at once. 

. . . Press of matter in our last issue caused us to omit 
mention of an important meeting in the interests of 
international arbitration held in Mechanics' Hall, Boston, 
on the 20th of October. It was in connection with the 
Fair of the United Commercial Travelers of America. 
The peace meeting had been organized at the suggestion 
of Miss Elizabeth Foster of Boston. The meeting was 
presided over by Hon. Henry L. Higginson, and the 
speakers were Hon. John D. Long, Rev. Edward Everett 
Hale and Mr. Elwyn G. Preston, Secretary of the Boston 
Chamber of Commerce. 



The News of War. 

BY MARY L. CUMMINS. 

Thirty thousand men swept away — 
Thus comes the dirge from afar, 

Thirty thousand on one dread day — 
This is the news of war. 

Thirty thousand desolate homes, 
With women and babes who weep, 

Weep for the thirty thousand souls, 
Gone to their long, long sleep. 

Gone ? Cut down without time for thought 
Of the God whom they have to face, 

With never a friendly hand to mark 
Their lonely resting place. 

Land is dear bought with the price of blood, 

And the breaking of human hearts, 
And heavy, indeed, the price we pay 

To heal a nation's smarts. 



